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Here is the tumultuous, heartrending, true story of the Romanovs - at once an intimate portrait of
Russia's last royal family and a gripping account of its undoing. Using compelling first person
accounts, award-winning author Candace Fleming (Amelia Lost; The Lincolns) deftly maneuvers
between the imperial family’s extravagant lives and the plight of Russia's poor masses, making
this an utterly mesmerizing listen as well as a perfect resource for meeting Common Core
standards.

About the AuthorAndy Hertzfeld was a graduate student in computer science at UC Berkeley in
January 1978 when he purchased one of the first Apple IIs. He quickly lost interest in grad
school as he began writing programs for his Apple II, eventually leading him to join Apple
Computer as a systems programmer in August 1979. He joined the Macintosh team in February
1981, and became one of the main authors of the Macintosh system software, including the
User Interface Toolbox and many of the original desk accessories. He left Apple in March 1984,
and went on to co-found three companies: Radius (1986), General Magic (1990) and Eazel
(1999). In 2003, he developed web-based software for collective storytelling that he used to
write the stories in this book. In 2005, he joined Google, and was one of the main creators of
Google+.
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SorrySooz, “Intriguing and Interesting. Great book. A real page turner!”

D_shrink, “Three spellbinding stories rolled into one unified them!. A treat for history buffs in
general and specifically for those interested in Tsarist/Czarist history as am I.The three stories
are:1. A story of the intimate lives of the Romanov family itelf2. A description of the events from
the worker strikes of 1905 until Vladimir Lenin took power in 19173. An observation of the life of
the average man/ a peasant at the turn of the 20th century and how it contrasted with the lives of
the very wealthy, particularly the Tsar and his extended family.The book is of moderate length
with two seperate groupings of approximatley 70 Black & White plates showing the most
interesting characters discussed in the narrative. The chapter lengths are quite short with easy
to read narrative and a derth of long and obfuscative words, so that it would be suitable for ate
middle school readers andothers expecially interested in Russian History. This narrative history
is further divided into four sections:Part One: Before the StormPart Two: Dark Clouds
GatheringPart Three: The Storm BreaksPart Four: Final DaysThe author thought to include a
rather extensive bibliography, a more than adequate index, and a page of references for internet
sites that also enable further study and a lot more pictures of the times and characters
discussed.Most people would agree that the murder of the Tsar and his entire family and some
of his entourage along with Anastasia's pet dog was a heinour and brutal crime, yet the author
takes great pains and showing that Tsar Nicholas and his wife Tsarista Alexandra or Alix in
German [she directly came from the house of ZHesse in Germany] and both she and Nicky were
grandchildren of Queeen Victoria of England and also cousins. Actually most of European
nobility was quite closely related at the time. Nicky and Alix lived a life that was so far removed
from the common man that it is hard to describe. Alexandra thought the main palace at St
Petersburg or Petrograd in Russian was too barren and cold, as it along with its outbuildings and
servant and other family quarters stretched for approximatley three miles along the Neva River.
So she opted that they move into the more modest dwelling of 800 acres with only 100 rooms
about 12 miles away. Now, that really is roughing it, isn't it? As a direct contrast we find out that
"most peasants had never slept in a proper bed, never owned a pair of leather shoes, eaten off a
china plate, or [ever] been examined by a doctor.As the 20th century began, the blue bloods or
BELAYA KOST, comprised of about 870 extended families of the Tsar made up about 1.5% of
the population of Russia's 130 million people at the time, yet they controlled 90% of the wealth of
the country. Talk about your income inequality. At the time, factory workers in the cities earned
about 80 Kopecs/day or 40 cents for a 12 hour day. Women only had to work 11 hours, so they
could get home in time to prepare the meals and clean house for the rest of the family, yet they
earned 1/3 of men's wages, and if you think that bad, young children who were forced to work
the same 12 hour days as their fathers earned a mere 1/2 kopec/hour or 3 cents for a 12 hour
shift. If anyone complained they were fired on the spot.To put this more into perspective, at the



time Nicholas was placed in captive exhile with his family, they took with them "two valets, six
chambermaids, ten footmaen, three cooks, four assistant cooks, a clerk, a nurse, a doctor, a
barber, a butler, a wine steward tow pet spaniels, and a bull dog, p;lus later joined by tutors for
the children, all of which was paid for by the average factory worker and peasant who were all
starving at the time. When the family moved from one location to another it took 50 soldiers to
move their personal belongings. The grand duchesses wanted their bed linens changed daily
as it had been in the palace, so they hired and outside laundry service racking up a laudry bill of
428.00 dollars for the first few weeks.The author does a nice job of covering many of the events
of WWI and Russia's participation plus the relationship of Father Gregory Rasputin, the so-
called STARETS or holyman and emperess Alexandra, who was trying to save young Alexei
from death due to hemophilia. There is a nice background story to Lenin's rise to power, but the
most mesmerizing part was the stark contrast of how 84% of the populace who were peasants
lived as compared to the royals and their extended family. Most people know that the family took
their own jewels with them and sewed them into the girls clothing,but what most people didn't
realize is that those precious jewel weighed 19 pounds and were worth 14 million at that time.
Reading both sides of the story lets you come away with a different perspective of the tragic
events.Well worth the read.”

M. Tanenbaum, “The Romanovs revisited. Candace Fleming is a master at writing narrative
nonfiction that is entertaining as well as informative, and her newest book on the tragic and
doomed Romanovs is a worthy successor to her last foray into nonfiction, the highly acclaimed
Amelia Lost.Fleming expertly weaves together the intimate life of Russia's last czar and his
family with the saga of the revolution brewing underneath their royal noses, beginning with
workers' strikes in 1905 and leading up to Lenin's seizing power in 1917. Interspersed with her
compelling narrative are original documents from the time that tell the stories of ordinary men
and women swept up in the dramatic events in Russia.Unlike many books for young people,
which seem to romanticize the Romanovs, Fleming doesn't try to make the family into martyrs.
Indeed, it is hard to have a lot of sympathy for the Russian royal family after reading Fleming's
account. Fleming describes Nicholas as a young boy as "shy and gentle," unable to stand up to
his "Russian bear of a father." His wife, the Empress Alexandra, a German princess raised to be
a proper Englishwoman under the wing of Queen Victoria, never felt comfortable with the
excesses of the bejeweled, partying Russian aristocracy, and encouraged her husband to
retreat to Tsarskoe Selo, a park 15 miles and a world apart from St. Petersburg. Fleming brings
us inside of their privileged--but also strangely spartan--life (for example the children were
bathed with cold water in the mornings and slept on army cots in their palace!), one in which
they had almost no contact with outsiders.Fleming manages to integrate her narrative history of
the Romanov family with the larger history of the turbulent times in Russia, as the czar is forced
to resign and he and his family are exiled to Siberia, fleeing in a train disguised as a "Japanese
Red Cross Mission" so that the royal family would not be captured by angry peasants. She skips



back and forth from the family's saga to what is happening in the capital, with plenty of original
documents such as an excerpt from journalist John Reed's first-hand account of the swarming of
the Winter Palace as well as excerpts from many other diaries.In my favorite quote in the book,
Fleming discusses how Lenin nationalized the mansions and private homes throughout the
country, while the owners were forced to live in the servants' quarters. She quotes one ex-
servant as saying:"I've spent all my life in the stables while they live in their beautiful flats and lie
on soft couches playing with their poodles...no more of that, I say! It's my turn to play with
poodles now."Whatever one's feelings about the Romanovs, one cannot help but be moved by
the account of their cruel assassination in the basement of their quarters in Siberia. Particularly
ironic is the fate of the royal children, who did not die immediately because they were hiding the
family jewels in their camisoles and other undergarments. This layer of jewels unwittingly
created a bullet proof vest that protected them initially, until they were finally murdered with
bayonets and then with gunshots. The bodies were immediately hidden in the woods, where the
remains were not found until 1979 and then kept secret until the fall of communism in Russia.
Ironically, the Romanovs have since been canonized by the Orthodox Church in Russia.The
book is abundantly illustrated with archival photographs. An extensive bibliography is included,
as well as a discussion of primary and secondary sources. Fleming also includes suggestions
of websites on the Romanovs, as well as source notes for each chapter and an index.Highly
recommended for middle school and high school students.”

Camel's Toe, “Hard to put down. Compelling. History written like a novel. Gutted that I’ve finished
it”

Kim, “Tragic ending to many innocent people that could EASILY have been avoided.. i have
always been fascinated by the Romanov family since I was a teenager and I finally got to to
watch some documentaries on them and now read this book. The authour did a fantastic job in
writing this book and i can see blame everywhere now, from the Tsar’s wife, to her lunatic spitutal
advisor, to the Tsar himself and then of course to the english royal family who refused them
immunity. A whole family and children slaughtered for nothing. It got the bolshevism nowhere
anyway and then hitler slaughtered a lot of them. They still haven’t learnt their lessons. Highly
recommend.”

Cher, “Well done!. Great info, well written, up to date.”

Judy Lorenz, “more like the true story. I found this book, more like the true story.and I will keep
this book in my libray for the children in our family . Someday some of them might like to know
the true story . of them.”

The book by Bonnie Low-Kramen has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 674 people have provided
feedback.
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